
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 March, 2013

Between 7.30pm and 9.10pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Gary Satchwell
Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk Cllr John Riddle David Coulter (Courant)
PC Colin Heath Harry Scott Wesley Turnbull
Steve Keeney (Northern 
Powergrid)

Paul Nicholson (Northern 
Powergrid)

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from S. Robson and C. Austin 

2. Northern Powergrid (Steve Keeney & Paul Nicholson) recent power cuts in Otterburn
Steve Keeney provided the history of the work undertaken in the Otterburn area since 2003 with the associated 
spend of approximately £9.8m. He apologised for all the power interruptions experienced prior to Christmas 
that included on one occasion fuel running out of the emergency generator.  Paul Nicholson provided an 
explanation for the problems that occurred and reported on the action taken to resolve this. The process of 
fault finding was explained and how this has improved over the years.  Steve Keeney apologised that 
communication of the faults was not as good as it could have been and hoped the £1,000 donation made by 
Northern Powergrid as a result of the power interruptions would be used well in the community.

3. Otterburn Village Festival 2013 update - Wesley Turnbull
Mr Turnbull spoke of the decision made last year to go ahead with the festival despite the poor weather. He 
advised that had it been cancelled there would have been a cost of approximately £6,000. As it was £2,500 was 
raised for the nominated charities (Great North Air Ambulance and Help the Hero’s).

2013 festival has been set for the weekend of 20/21 July.  However Mr Turnbull advised that presently there is 
no main sponsor for this year. Also a decision still needs to be made on the location of the festival and he 
advised he would speak to the RTC about the possibility of running the event at the sports centre.  The 
possibility of holding the event at the airstrip on Otterburn Camp was also discussed among those present.

4. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

5. Matters arising
a) item 3: EDF Compensation payment:  The Chair confirmed that a further meeting with Community Foundation 
and EDF Energy had been arranged for 17 April. Good progress had been made with the road crossing with 
confirmed funding from both Cllr Riddle and NCC received together with the compensation that the Parish 
Council will receive.  A committee is to be created to consider how the element of compensation should be 
used for the Children’s play area.

The Chair advised that the proportion earmarked for RTC would be dependent on the development of a 
business plan, clarity of the future developments with the liability of the trustees limited and additional trustees 
appointed.

b) item 4a: Pedestrian and traffic crossing in Otterburn: The Chair confirmed details he had received from Cllr Riddle. 
NCC will provide £15,000 via the LTP. Cllr Riddle will also provide £15,000 from his own budget. Otterburn 
will provide £10,000 from the EDF compensation. A draft of the plan for the crossing was available and a 
consultation will commence shortly. 
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c) item 4b: Superfast Broadband in Otterburn: The Chair thanked all volunteers who managed to ensure over 50% of 
Otterburn registered an interest for superfast broadband. A meeting between NCC and BT took place the 
previous Friday and details of the next stage are awaited.

d) Item 7a: Village Tidy-up: The date for this event has been set for 23 March. Volunteers are welcomed to assist 
on the day.

e) Item 7c: Dog fouling in the village: The Chair provided details of his meeting with Neil Armstrong (NCC Dog 
Warden). Stencils have been put on the pavement in particular bad areas around the village. It was agreed that 
the problem of dog fouling is only a result of a few owners however all residents needed to play their part and 
report to NCC where they see owners not clearing up after their dogs.

There was concern also about a large boisterous dog that although kept in a fenced garden was frightening 
pedestrians going past. There is concern that the fence is not strong enough to keep the dog in. However PC 
Heath advised that nothing legally can be done unless the dog was to escape.  

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for February, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed.

b) Parish Council finances: The Clerk shared the latest position regarding the Parish Council finances. He detailed 
the income and expenditure over the past financial year.

c) Payment of invoice from room hire at Memorial Hall: There was agreement to pay the invoice for £30.00

7. Planning
a) 13/00152/VARYCO: Removal of condition EC2 relating to planning permission 970928 – Discharge of points (1) and  
(2) of the Third Schedule of the Section 106 Agreement. Redesdale Riding Centre, Soppit Farm, Otterburn:  The application 
was discussed. It was agreed it was a complicated application and the Chair agreed to review the paperwork 
and share the implications to the members before a decision was made.

8. New Business
a) RTC Sports Centre meeting: The Chair reported that Cllr Austin had attended the RTC Extraordinary General 
meeting after expressing an interest in becoming a trustee following new conditions being introduced. 

b) Parish Council Elections: The Clerk provided details and timescales of the Parish Council elections that will be 
held in 2 May.  

c) Date of April and May Parish Council meetings: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

d) Community Newsletter: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

e) Northumberland Residents Festival 16-17 March: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

f) Parish Clerk assisting at Corsenside: The Clerk reported he had been asked to cover for the Corsenside Clerk 
over the next few months. The Corsenside Parish Council suggested that rather than set up a payment system 
for a short period of time they would like to make the payment to Otterburn Parish Council who then pays the 
Clerk. This was agreed by the members.

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) It was proposed to move the Parish Council notice board from the bus stop to the wall of the Memorial 
Hall. The Chair said he would speak to the committee of the Hall to seek agreement.
b) Cllr Riddle reported he had attended a LMAPS meeting the previous week. The subject of sporting facilities 
including cage football was discussed with a proposal to introduce them to Haltwhistle and Hexham.  Cllr 
Riddle has asked Michael Connelly of LMAPs to consider Otterburn for one of these facilities.
c) PC Heath advised he would be undertaking a walk around the village in the near future with some visitors 
assessing the recent troubles including the damage to the toilets.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 2 April, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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